Public attitudes to the Covid-19 crisis, No. 50, g April 2021
Overview by Jake Puddle and Sunder Katwala, British Future

Key themes this week:
- Large increase in vaccine willingness among all groups.

- Majority support vaccine passports, but half worry it creates a two-tier society.
- Increasing optimism over direction of the country.
- New research on race — how to find common ground and broader coalitions for change.

Ongoing increase in vaccine confidence

Ipsos MORI tracker polling reveals that the vast majority of the UK public have now either
had at least one dose of the vaccine (60%) or will definitely/probably take it when offered
(34%). The survey of over 8,000 adults (including 3500 who responded in each round) saw
vaccine hesitancy fall from 14% in December to 6% in March.

Would you take a vaccine against COVID-19?

If a vaccine against COVID-19 was available for anyone who wanted it, how likely or unlikely would
you be to take the vaccine?
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A broadening of pro-vaccine norms was found across all social groups, with a bigger advance
among ethnic minorities. 92% have had or would probably/definitely take the vaccine, while
6% are hesitant (-16% from January), with a sample of 451 ethnic minority respondents.
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A cohort study of 15,000 UK adults (including 4,400 ethnic minority adults) by UCL’s
VirusWatch programme reports high vaccine confidence among white British (98%), South



Asian (97%), black (91%) and mixed race (95%) respondents. The ONS finds a halving of
Black vaccine hesitancy, but still at 22%, suggesting progress but more to do.
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Among the public as a whole, for those yet to receive their vaccine, 27% would like more
information first, and 31% remain anxious about taking it (+5% from January). However,
being offered the vaccine personally has driven acceptance rates up.

Attitudes towards receiving the COVID-19 vaccine
For each of the following statements, please rate how you feel when thinking about getting a

vaccine for COVID-19? 2
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Among those still hesitant to take the vaccine, fears around long-term health effects (49%)
and side effects (47%) are the reasons given most often.

Among those who said they would be unlikely to take the vaccine Szt
| am worried about the long-term effects on my health +5
| am worried about the side effects +6
| would want to wait to see how well the vaccine works _ -5
| do not think it will be safe _ +7
| do not feel the coronavirus is a personal risk _ +11
| am worried about a possible link with blood clots N/A*
1 do not think it will work 0
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| am worried the vaccine will give me the coronavirus - 5% +1
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Don't know +3

Base: 327 UK adults 16+ all who won't take the vaccine or don't know, KnowledgePanel online survey, 18-24 March 2021



Majority support for vaccine passports, with caveats
Public approval of the vaccination programme remains high, with 31 million Brits having

received at least one dose. 84% to 10% say the rollout has been handled well, up from 61%
in January.

How well or badly do you think the government is handling the rollout of the new COVID-19 vaccines? %
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A majority also support the introduction of vaccine passports, following government plans
to trial ‘Covid status certification schemes’ in public events such as the FA cup final. Support
was mildly stronger among Conservative supporters (64% to 32%), although a slim majority
of Labour voters (55% to 40%) would also approve of a passport scheme.

Most Britons support a COVID-19 vaccine passport
system being implemented during the vaccine rollout

Some people have suggested introducing a system of vaccine passports. This system would involve giving
everyone a vaccine passport once they have received their COVID-19 vaccines, and allowing services and
venues to re-open so long as they only serve those who have already been vaccinated (i.e. those who can
show their vaccine passport). In principle, would you support or oppose introducing such a system.. %
answers for "While the vaccine rollout is still ongoing" shown
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Ipsos MORI found stronger support for using vaccine passports for international travel (78%
to 12%), and more cautious approval for using the system in pubs and restaurants (62% to
22%) or at large public events (61% to 21%).
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Base: 8,352 UK acults 16+, KnowledgePanel onine survey, 18th - 24th March 2021



Around a quarter (24%) are concerned that passports would infringe on their civil liberties,

while one in three (31%) feel concerned the scheme would put pressure on people to take

the vaccine if they didn’t want it. More than half (52%) also feel the system could create an
unequal society between those who are and are not vaccinated.
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Younger people feel more conflicted about the pros and cons than older people.
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Rising optimism about direction of the country

Ipsos MORI’s latest ‘political pulse’ tracker finds an optimistic national mood. For the first
time since April last year, more Brits think the country is headed in the ‘right direction’
(41%) than the wrong direction (36%), with the proportion feeling positive in their outlook
increasing +5% from February.



Future..
Generally speaking, do you think things in Great Britain are heading in the right
direction or wrong direction?
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There is a steep uptick in the positive score of Conservative voters (with a net rating of +62),

somewhat balanced by growing pessimism among Labour voters throughout 2021 (net
rating -44).

Generally speaking, do you think things in Great Britain are heading in the right direction or
wrong direction?
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The public are currently equally split on whether or not Brexit has a positive (39%) or
negative (38%) impact. This balance reflects an 8% rise in those seeing a positive impact —
suggesting that the vaccine rollout arguments have cut through more than trade barriers.



Future..
Overall, do you think the UK’s decision to leave the European Union has had a
positive or negative impact on the country, or has it made no difference?
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What divides and unites on race

The publication of the government’s Race Commission report saw a highly polarised debate
about race in Britain. British Future also published its 100-page submission to the
Commission, which offers an in-depth analysis of ethnic minority and majority attitudes to
race and fairness — exploring approaches which can broaden support for race equality.

Asked a binary question ‘is Britain is systematically racist?’ 30% of people agree and 38%
disagree. This polarises by ethnicity but both median white and median ethnic minority
respondents are on the fence. Generational differences are striking: a plurality of white

Britons under 35 agree but ethnic minority respondents over 55 were more likely to
disagree than agree.

Figure 5.10:“Britain is a systematically racist
country.” (Age)
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Fieldwork conducted 25th January-14th February 2021.n = 1,501 white UK adults; 2,000 BME adults.

The British Future report contains a detailed account of how people think about both ethnic
identity terms and ethnic data. Only 44% of people are confident they know what “BAME”



British
Future..

means — and a third of people do not recognise it at all. Deliberative group participants
strongly preferred words to acronyms, but most ethnic minority respondents polled took a
pragmatic view about aggregate terms. “Ethnic minority” is acceptable to 7/10 and opposed
by 13%, and Black Asian and Minority Ethnic is acceptable to 6/10 with 17% opposed.

Figure 8.4: How do you feel about the current
terms being used in discussions of race and
ethnicity in Britain? (Ethnic minority responses)
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Fieldwork conducted 25th January-4th February 2021.n = 2,000 BME adults.

Some 44% of people (rising to 57% among graduates — both ethnic minority and white
British) are confident that they understand the term “institutional racism” which has been
central to the public argument about the Commission.

Figure 8.6: How far are you familiar with the term
“institutional racism”?
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Fieldwork conducted 25th January-14th February 2021.n = 1,501 white UK adults; 2.000 BME UK adults.



How language matters in describing advantage and discrimination

The report explores how the term “white privilege” polarises attitudes across ethnic groups
—and shows that using different language to make similar arguments about racial
advantage, disadvantage and discrimination has a broader reach. Twice as many people
agree that “black and Asian people face discrimination in their everyday lives in Britain
today” (60%) as endorse the idea that “there is white privilege in Britain” (29%), while 47%
of white respondents agreed that “it is easier to get ahead if you are white”, suggesting it is
the word “privilege” rather than the underlying claim which significantly narrows support.

Figure 5.3:'There is white privilege in Britain.

oo, S <
wwe IS i

% 10% 20% 30% 0% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

B There is ‘white privilege' B! don't think there is ‘white privilege' u Not familiar with term = Don't know

Fieldwork conducted 9th-17th October 2020.n = 1,088 white UK adules; | ,000 BME UK adults
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Figure 5.4:Is it easier or harder to get on in Britain
if you're white British?

N —————— s

nic minonty N 5~ 0
e A ———— sox

0% 10% 20% 30% 0% SO% 0% 70% 80% 90% 100%

m Easier No difference W Harder mDon't know

Fieldwork conducted 9th-17th October 2020.n = 1,088 white UK adules; | 000 BME UK adules

There is a milder negative effect of using “white privilege” with ethnic minority respondents
(though 6/10 agree it exists) and a dramatic effect with some parts of the majority group.



Table 5.5:Attitudes to ‘white privilege’
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Fieldwork conducted 9th-17th October 2020.n = 1,088 white UK adults; 1,000 BME UK adults.

Figure 5.6:‘Black and Asian people face
discrimination in their everyday lives in Britain today!
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Public attitudes sources and links:

Ipsos Mori: Increasing vaccine confidence
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/vaccine-confidence-grows-month-month-latest-
ipsos-mori-knowledgepanel-poll

U’CL Virus Watch: Trends, patterns and psychological influences on COVID-19 vaccination
intention (See table IB, page 24)
https://ucl-virus-watch.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Trends-patterns-and-
psychological-influences-on-COVID-19-vaccination-intention-findings-from-a-large-
prospective-community-cohort-study-in-England-and-Wales-Virus-Watch.pdf

YouGov: Public approval for vaccine programme
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/health/survey-results/daily/2021/04/06/fcf4a/1

YouGov: Support for vaccine passports
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2021/04/06/labour-lib-dems-public-
covid-vaccine-passports

Ipsos Mori: attitudes to vaccine passports
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/majority-britons-support-vaccine-passports-
recognise-concerns-new-ipsos-mori-uk-knowledgepanel-poll

Ipsos Mori: March political pulse
https://www.ipsos.com/ipsos-mori/en-uk/more-britons-think-things-heading-right-
direction-wrong-direction-first-time-last-april

British Future: Beyond BAME, what does the public think?
https://www.britishfuture.org/beyond-bame-what-does-the-public-think/

British Future: Race and opportunity in Britain — Finding common ground
https://www.britishfuture.org/publication/race-and-opportunity-in-britain-finding-
common-ground/

Number Cruncher Politics: British Future race polling in full
https://www.ncpolitics.uk/2021/03/race-and-opportunity-in-britain-finding-common-
ground/




